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on to his knee and asked for the story of his adventures in
Australia.   I tried to get close to him by climbing on to the
arm of his chair.
Suddenly his smile faded, he turned on me severely :
" Don't be so clumsy, child!    You have stepped on my
varnished shoes."
It was the third year of the reign of Mademoiselle, and the
scene shifted to a castle on the Rhine, " Sommerberg " was
the summer residence of old Count Hatzfeldt, the German
Ambassador to London, whose wife was an American and a
friend of our mother's. The house stood on a hill-top with
deep impenetrable woods behind, and sloping vineyards in
front. It was bathed in sun all day and there was a variety
of wild flowers, butterflies, brilliant grasshoppers and green-
bellied lizards. The house overflowed with parties, The English
children and their governess were not a little in the way, they
certainly could not be spared a schoolroom, but the season of
the year being what it was, they could live out of doors.
Mademoiselle selected a place in the fir tree wood where we
would be undisturbed. To get there we crossed an open
sun-baked space full of fruit trees, and we gathered ripening
pears and plums into a basket on the way. Then appropriately
for Mademoiselle's choice, the flowered golden path plunged
into a darkened sunless wood.
A German wood is a very romantic place, full of mystery
and a tradition of elves. We were frightened but fascinated.
Mademoiselle assured us that robbers hid among the pile of
rocks in the farther depths, that almost anyone in the wood
was someone who wanted to kill. This, not the open country,
was her favourite walk—single file tracks in the darkest depths
of the forest. I hardly dared to speak lest some lurking
robber detected our presence, and once when I looked back and
discovered a man following us I exclaimed:
" Mademoiselle, Mademoiselle !   VoilA un homme I °
And I don't suppose the friendly woodman ever guessed
what fear he created by his silent-footed presence.
Every morning we did our lessons in the wood, and this was
preceded by a systematic ritual: as soon as we had arrived

